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life estate. is a term used in common iaw to clescribe tht:
nership of land for the duration of a person's life. In legal telms;
s an_gsl4te in real propeft . Thg qruipr o:lgg

though the ownership of a life estate is technjcally temporaLr\r
use it ends at a person's death (a tenarlgy), it is treated as
plete ownership (fee simple) for the duration ol1hr:t personl's

'e. 
subiect to limitations. Because a life estate ceases tc, e,xist

n death. the owner of the life estate cannot l,eave it to, tLeirs,
the life estate cannot be inherited.

owner of a life estate cannot also give a greater intt,:re,st than is;
ned. That is. a life estate owner cannot give r::omplerte and
efinite ownership (fee simple) to another person ber;;ause

wever, the original grantee has sold his life ei:;tate le:x. fi'om A
B], B's interest lasts unti l  A dies. al lowing B to breques;t his;
rest. sell the land. etc. until that point. OnceA_elics,lteweyr:r"

the land loses it  (with the land l ikelv ne vefl in
its original grantor). This is a lif'e estate "pur autre vie," or the

of another. Such a lif'e estate can also be conveyed originallly.
h as "to A unti l  B dies."

rther limitation on a life estate is the doctrine of'wa.ste, whicit
hibits life tenants from damaging or devaluing the lanrd. as
ir ownership is technical ly only temporary.

ses of a life estate

the United States, a life estate is typicallv ust,:d as an eslate
nning tool, The use of a life estate can avoid probatt: aLrd
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Property law
Part  of  the conrmon law ser ies

Acq uisition of properfy
Gift Adverse possession . Deed

Lost, mislaid. or abandoned
Treasu r'e trove

A l i ena t i on  '  Ba i lmen t  . L i cense

Estates in land
l \ l lod ia l  t i t le  '  Fee s imple .  Fee ta i l

Life estate . ftefeasible estate
Future interest . Concurrent estate
Leasehold estate . Condorniniums
Conveyancin5; ol '  interests in land

Bona f ide purchaser

Torrens t i t le . Strata t i t le
Estoppel by deed . ()Lritclairn deed
Mortgage Equi tab leconvers ion

Act ion to  quiet  t i t le
Limit ing control over future use

Restraint on al ienation
Rule against  perperu i t ies

Rule in Shr: l le;r 's Case
Doctrine of worthier t i t le

Nonpossessory interest in land
Easement . Profi t

Covenant  running rv i th  the land
Equi tab le serv i tude

Rela{ed topics
Fixtures . WzLste Part i t ion

Riparian v,,ater r ights
Lateral and sucJacent support

Ass isnment  .Nemo dat
Otlter areus of lhe common lttw

Contract lar,r . Tort Iaw
Wil ls and trusts
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slrre an intended heir  wi l l  receive t i t le to real property.  I ror
ample. A may own a home and desire that B i rrher i t  thr:  home
er A's death. A can effectuate that ciesire by transferrinE: title t,r

o
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t home to B and retaining a life estate in the hLome. ltr lgggyg
l l estate interest and B receives a vested fee simole rrln:ra.incler

as A dies, the life_qglgfqllfe_Igrst np1Er,eq 'rritlil B.S

a will and the probate pl'ocess. The danger to A thorlgh. is tharl
grant to B is irrevocable. "Beneficiar.v deedri;" have br:en

tutorily created in sorne states to address this issue.
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L I less weil known that the intestacy laws of ce,rtain A.mLericetrt

Cr im ina l  Lau ' '  Ev idence
c t2 such as Arkansas. Delaware, and Rhode Irsland, s,tiltl lirnLil

surviving Spouse's rights to the deceased Spouse'S real esta1e to

fe estate. (As showl by the programs linked t,c the statrs nafiies.)

ration of a life estate
'e 

estates are measured either by the life of the propenli r:ec:ipient. or by the life of some other person;

se latter are called life estates pur autre vle, (lFrench for "for the life of another"). A life estate pur

re vie is most commonl-v created in one of tu'o circumrslances.
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r First, when the owner of property conveylr hir; interrest in that property to ano-ther person. for.the

life of a third person. For'exampie if A conveys lanLd.to I3 during the life of C. then B owns the

land for as long as C lives: if B dies before C, B's hLeirs will inherit the land, and'will continue to

. In either scenario. once c dies. the ownership of the land

ownership will revert to A's l-reirs. The riSr,ht to succeed to

exniration of the life estate is called a rentainder"

alidity of a life estate

early common law did pot recognize a life estarte in pr:rsonal

nizable in equity. Thus. although life estaterl in real eslate i,re

re commonly used in trust instruments. typicallv in an atternpt

heritance tax or other taxes on transfers of wc'alth'

law of Eneland and Wales no longer recognises the

lder of legal title to the land (whether the frer:hold fi:e

rst for the life tenant and then for the remainderman'

trieved from " http : //en. wiki pedi a. org/wikiil ife- estatr:: "

own it for as long as C lives.
. Second. if A conveys land to C for life,

will own the land for as long as C lives'
C can th,:n sell the lil 'e elitate to B' Again, B and B's heirs

will re.veft to A. If A has died,
ownership of the ProPeftY uPon the

property. but such interests were

still created today, thrl life estate is

to rninimize the effect of the

life ,estate at law in relation to land. instead the

simple, or a le,ase) will krold that larld on trust

ust ,2007
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ATUS OF T ITLE . ACCEPTED
I G I I I A T I 1 1 6  O F F I C E . .  . . . .
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I'TAIIITOEA

STATUS OF TI?LE

, - ' * : :  ' : :

TITLE l l0r  1901751

PAGT. ,  t .

L lO } lE I .  EOUCHAF.D

PORTAGI LA PRI. IRiT

PRODUCED FOR..

t T I 0 t {  D A T E , , . , . . .
l 0 l l  D A T E , , . .  r . . , ,

P O R T A G I  L A  P R A I R I E  A D D R E S S . , . . . . .
/ U R i A { i L  L A  P K A I K J ! ,

2002/09 /23
?s02/a9/?.4 PR0oUCED BY. . ,

TI??40 PtP ACCEPTED
DESCRI PTIOI{ :
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T0r
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C AV EAi
L I I L  i f  I A I L

Li ONT L ANDRT BOIJCHARO
BY OEIIITI S ALFREf) SI'IITH, AS AOENT

It0lES:

REG'D :  2Q0S/12 /29

1112241 PLF ACCTPTED CAVEAT REG'Dr  2008/1? /?9- 
oeicntprtott i  uni i to vgltooR ut{ogR Att AGREEITEIIT FOR PIJRCHASE & sALt
FROli/BYr LIO}|EL ANDRE B0UC||ARD
T0: BY Dii l t l ls ALFRE0 S|\, | ITH, AS {CEI{T
coxstogurloHr lloTESt

CHAROES AFFECTItI6 THIS IIISTRUI'|II|T:
1113053 PLP **VERIFIEO**  PEQUTST T( )  ISSUI :HOT I  CT

RE0'0r ?aoPJ-glLoJ-1113053 Ptn t *vgglF lED**  RE0UiST T0 ISSUE l {0TlCE
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ACCEPTED THIS 23RD DAY 0F SEPTE}|EER, e092
BY C.TROST FOR TIIE DISTRICT REBISTMR OF
THE UIID TITLES OISTRICT OF POP.TAOE.
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iomaE sysrEu oli 2008/04/21 0F TITLI nuHr'ER
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